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The spirit in which Olive entered upon his heavy task
may be gathered from a letter to Carnac : "Alas !" he
says, " how is the English name sunk ! I could not avoid
paying the tribute of a few tears to the departed and
lost fame of the British nation (irrecoverably so, I fear).
However, I do declare, by that Great Being who is the
searcher of all hearts, and to whom we must be account-
able, if there must be an hereafter, that I am come out
with a mind superior to all corruption, and that I am
determined to destroy those great and growing evils, or
perish in the attempt."
Olive on landing had, as he expressed it, when after-
wards defending himself, three paths before him :
1. One was strewed with abundance of fair advantages.
I miglit have put myself at the head of the Government as
I found it. I might have encouraged the resolution which
the gentlemen had taken not to execute the new covenants
which prohibited the receipt of presents ; and, although 1
had executed the covenants myself, I might have contrived
to retxurn to England with an immense fortune, infamously
added to the one before honourably obtained. 2. Finding
my powers disputed, I might in despair have given up the
commonwealth, and have left Bengal without making an
effort to save it Such a conduct would have been deemed
the effect of folly and cowardice. 3. The third path was
intricate. Dangers and difficulties were on every side. But
I resolved to. pursue it. In short, I was determined to do
my duty to the public, although I should incur the odium
of the whole settlement. The welfare of the Company re-
quired a vigorous exertion, and I took the resolution of
cleansing the Augean stable.
Olive's first act on assuming the Government was to
bring forward his scheme for the organisation of the
army, and this was passed without criticism by the